Growing in Christ and Cross Exploration
Bulletin Notes

The following summaries of this quarter’s Growing in Christe and Cross Explorations Sunday School
lessons are intended to provide a Sunday School link to parents and the congregation. These paragraphs can be
copied from the Director CD using a word-processing program.

Consider using these summaries:

e Print them in your congregation’s weekly bulletin or newsletter.

o E-mail them as a weekly e-mail encouragement for student and parent Sunday School participation.

e E-mail them as a review e-mail follow-up to Sunday School each week.

e E-mail them as a “staying in touch” note or e-mail for students or families who are absent.

March 8, 2015

Students in Sunday School today explore the story “Jesus Clears the Temple.” Jesus’ cleansing of the temple
carries a twofold message for the Jews and for us: first, that the true Lord of the temple was here in the flesh and,
second and more important, that Jesus is the true temple, who houses and perfects us, raising our bodies to be like
His. Parents could ask, “Why did Jesus clear the temple? How is Jesus our temple?”

March 15, 2015

Today in Sunday School, we study the account “Jesus Walks on Water.” Jesus was gracious to Peter when he
feared drowning. Jesus is gracious to us and is ready to catch us as we sink in sin and unbelief; His hand is always
strong to save us. Consider asking, “How did Jesus rescue Peter? How does Jesus rescue us?”

March 22, 2015

“The Widow’s Mite” serves as the focus of the Sunday School lesson for today. Just as the widow gave all she
had to God, trusting Him to provide and care for her, so Jesus gave His all for us, who fail to trust in God for all
things. Consider discussing, “How was the widow’s offering different from the others? How has God given us His
greatest treasure?”’

March 29, 2015

On this Passion Sunday, the Sunday School lesson studies “Peter Denies Jesus.” Though we, like Peter, deny
Jesus and His gifts, Jesus cannot deny us, because we are part of Him, baptized members of His own Body. Instead,
He forgives us and welcomes us back. Consider asking, “How does Peter’s denial affect him? In what ways does
God forgive us and welcome us back?”

April §, 2015

“Jesus Dies and Lives Again” serves as the lesson focus for Sunday School this Easter Sunday. Good Friday is
both the worst of days, revealing the gravity of our sin and God’s wrath, and the best of days, forever portraying
God’s love for us in the crucifixion and resurrection of His Son. Parents could ask, “What makes Good Friday so
good? Why is Easter so important for a Christian?”

April 12, 2015



Today in Sunday School, we study “Jesus Reinstates Peter.” We are all like Peter in our words and actions,
denying our Lord and weeping bitterly over what we have done. We are in need of the same comfort that Peter
received—the comfort of sins forgiven and the assurance that even though we are faithless, Jesus will remain
faithful. You might discuss, “How did Peter express his sorrow and repentance? What specific directions did Jesus
give to Peter?”

April 19, 2015

Today in Sunday School the children studied “The Conversion of Paul” and learned that as God did with Paul,
so God does with us. Through the Law we are crushed by the weight of our sin and are helpless. As God revived
Paul through Ananias (Acts 9:1-31), He revives us through our pastors with the proclamation of His Word and the
administration of His Sacraments granting forgiveness, life, and salvation to all who believe. Talk to your children
about how the Sacraments and God’s Word revive you so that you may live as God’s child.

April 26, 2015

In Sunday School today, students learn the story of “Paul’s First Missionary Journey.” Just as God sent Paul
and Barnabas to spread the Gospel, so today He sends pastors to preach the Gospel, baptize, and feed Jesus’ body
and blood to His children, against whom the gates of hell cannot prevail. Consider discussing, “Who gave Paul
directions on where to travel? What was Paul’s message?”’

May 3, 2015

The story of “Paul and Timothy” serves as the focus of Sunday School today. Just as many in Paul’s day
thought, we think we must do something to be saved. Yet the answer is always Jesus, Jesus, only Jesus, whose
resurrection from the dead sealed our salvation and absolved the world. Questions for discussion include “How are
you like Timothy?” and “How are we saved from our sin?”

May 10, 2015

The Sunday School students study the story of “Lydia” today. Just as God worked His miracle beside the river,
clothing Lydia with Christ in Baptism, so God works His miracles in pulpits and fonts around the world today,
destroying the work of Satan, ripping believers from the jaws of death, washing away sins in water tinged with
Jesus’ blood, and clothing believers with His righteousness. Parents could ask, “How did God use water to save
Lydia and us? Who does God use to reveal His Word to us today?”

May 17, 2015

The account of “Paul and Silas in Prison” serves as the focus of Sunday School today. Just as God freed Paul
and Silas from prison, granting them life out of death, so Christ by His crucifixion and resurrection frees me from
the prison of my sins and grants me life eternal. Questions for discussion include “How is this event more that just a
story about Paul’s escape from prison?” and “How has God rescued us from the prison of sin?”

May 24, 2015

Today, the Sunday School students study the account “Paul Sails for Rome.” As Christ was with Paul and His
companions, so He is with me, holding me up, keeping me with Him in the ship of the Church, and casting all my
sins into the depths of the sea. Parents could ask, “Who and what did God use to keep Paul safe? How does God
keep us safely with Himself?”



May 31, 2015

On this last Sunday of the spring quarter of Sunday School, students study “John’s Vision of Heaven.” Those
who believe that salvation has been accomplished by the all-availing sacrifice of Jesus’ blood on the cross will bear
the name of Christ, written on their forehead in Holy Baptism, and will have the right to the tree of life. Consider
discussing, “How does John describe heaven? How is the promise of eternal life in heaven ours?”



